Clearwater Local Observations/Concerns about Changes in Climate and the Local Environment
From February 16/17 information sessions

Climate

· More variability in temperatures, rainfall and snowfall

· Temperatures generally milder
· Hotter summer temperatures for longer periods

· Less snow in recent years
· Intense rainfall happening more often

Environmental changes

· Hotter summer temperatures have increased the wildfire hazard

· Intense rainfall and rain on snow events causing higher stream flows and flooding 

· Unusual ice jams caused flooding in Birch Island

· Tree species changes in local forests – mature birch, spruce and balsalm dying, pine dying from mountain pine beetle attack

· New fungus identified on spruce

· Migrating birds returning earlier in the spring
Infrastructure concerns

· Highway washouts after rain on snow events cause high stream flows; washouts isolate the community and may impact salmon streams
· Highway, fibre optic and rail line damage south of Vavenby after intense rain
· Birch Island (?) water system on the Thompson River may be at risk from flooding
· Intense rain storms and increased water flows from the large area of dead pine forests in the Clearwater community watershed may put the water system infrastructure at risk from flooding and jeopardize water quality. Summer droughts, wildfire and erosion may also threaten water quantity and quality.
· Wells in Blackpool are running dry in February
· Higher stream peak flows and intense rains may put houses located on historically flooded areas (fans) at the base of streams at risk
· The Clearwater village area next to the Thompson River has been threatened by flooding
Recreation

· Ski hill has not opened for several of the recent years because of lack of snow

· Nordic ski trails may become unusable if there is less snow – important to consider in decision about building a hut
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